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Mother of Good Counsel
We once wrote: To give counsel is something anyone can do. Yet few are those who give good counsel. What is counsel, and what, instead, is good counsel? We shall answer this question with the help of the Book of Sirach: Every counselor points out a way, but some counsel ways of their own; Be on the alert when one proffers advice, find out first of all what he wants. For he may be thinking of himself alone; why should the profit fall to him? He may tell you how good your way will be, and then stand by to watch your misfortune. Seek no advice from one who regards you with hostility; from those who envy you, keep your intentions hidden. Speak not to a woman about her rival, nor to a coward about war, to a merchant about business, to a buyer about value, to a miser about generosity, to a cruel man about mercy, to a lazy man about work, to a seasonal laborer about the harvest, to an idle slave about a great task: pay no attention to any advice they give. Instead, associate with a religious man, who you are sure keeps the commandments; Who is like-minded with yourself and will feel for you if you fall. Then, too, heed your own heart's counsel; for what have you that you can depend on more? A man's conscience can tell him his situation better than seven watchmen in a lofty tower. Most important of all, pray to God to set your feet in the path of truth.” (Sir 37,7-15).  
Altra verità del consiglio e di ogni altro dono dello Spirito Santo è questa: lo Spirito Santo non è come l’albero che produce i suoi frutti, va l’agricoltore, li raccoglie, li porta al mercato, li vende e il compratore può fare di essi l’uso che vuole, come vuole, quando vuole. Questa non è modalità che va predicata o attribuita allo Spirito Santo. Non vi è il dono e lo Spirito Santo, come l’albero e il frutto. Vi è solo lo Spirito Santo che è Spirito di consiglio, Spirito di fortezza, Spirito di sapienza, Spirito di conoscenza, Spirito di Intelletto, Spirito di pietà, Spirito del santo timore del Signore. Questa verità così ci viene insegnata dal profeta Isaia: The Virgin Mary is Mother. Like every mother, She too must give counsel to Her children, so that they may walk along the path of perfect righteousness and love Christ Jesus in the most beautiful and holiest way. True, right, holy counsel can never spring from our heart. It is not the source of holy counsel. There is only One who possesses counsel: the Holy Spirit. Counsel is one of His seven holy gifts: “Wisdom, understanding, counsel, knowledge, fortitude, piety, fear of the Lord.” Another truth concerning counsel and every other gift of the Holy Spirit is this: the Holy Spirit is not like a tree that bears its fruits, after which the farmer comes, gathers them, takes them to the market, sells them, and the buyer may use them as he wishes, in whatever way he wishes, whenever he wishes. This is not a way of speaking that should be preached or attributed to the Holy Spirit. There is no gift and there is no Holy Spirit, as there is a tree and its fruit. There is only the Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of counsel, the Spirit of fortitude, the Spirit of wisdom, the Spirit of knowledge, the Spirit of understanding, the Spirit of piety, the Spirit of the holy fear of the Lord. This truth is taught to us by the prophet Isaiah: “But a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom. The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him: a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, A spirit of counsel and of strength, a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the LORD” (Is 11,1-2). The Spirit is the One who comes to rest with His divine properties.
The Virgin Mary is Mother of Good Counsel because She is the mystical Bride of the Holy Spirit. She is the tent in which the Holy Spirit has set up His perpetual dwelling. She and the Spirit of the Lord are one, one heart, one desire, one understanding, one will, one truth, one knowledge—not by nature, but by participation. This perfect communion of life means that the Spirit of the Lord is perpetually at work in Her and through Her. For this reason She is Mother of Good Counsel, because Her counsel is always given in the highest truth of the Spirit of the Lord. Furthermore, She is also Mother of Good Counsel for another reason. She is the Mother who loves all Her children in the truth of the Holy Spirit and in His eternal holiness. Can a Mother who loves in this way desire anything for her child other than the perfect fulfilment of his vocation and mission, written for him by the Father in Heaven from all eternity? She can give good counsel to Her children because She loves them with the purest love of truth. The love of truth is one only thing: the fulfilment of the Father's entire will in our lives and in the lives of those entrusted to us. The Virgin Mary has never deceived any single child of Hers; never has She given any of them anything less than good counsel. She has always given everyone the “best wine,” always. This is Her truth. Virgin Mary, Mother of the Redemption, grant that we may entrust ourselves and surrender ourselves to Your good counsel. Angels and Saints, help us ask Her always for good counsel.
Today we add: Yesterday She came down to our earth, and She brought with Her good counsel: She had said that the true life of the true Church of Her true Son had no wine, the wine of the Word of Her Son. The Word had been forgotten, and it was necessary to remind the Church of it so that the Church might proclaim it to the world. Those who had received this holy counsel listened to it and lived it only for a little while. Then, little by little, they thought that other paths had to be followed, and they replaced Her Holy Counsel, which came down from Heaven, with an evil counsel that rose up from the earth. She felt gravely offended and withdrew. The consequences were disastrous. Today, we, children of our heavenly Mother, need a very strong conviction, and She alone can obtain it for us from the Holy Spirit: we need to become convinced, amid the universal confusion that is a thousand times greater than the confusion that reigned in the city of Babel, that each of us, without giving in to easy pessimism or to persistent desires for esteem, recognition, applause, and human approval, which are also very powerful temptations, must take the Word, render it every obedience, and then, having nailed it to his shoulders with the nails of the Holy Spirit, bear witness to it and proclaim it to every person he encounters on the paths of the Church and of the world, always, however, with the Holy Spirit of wisdom, knowledge, counsel, and fortitude. Holy Mother, come and obtain this grace for us from the Holy Spirit. We will begin to live, to bear witness to, and to proclaim the Word. We will make the Body of Christ to grow in holiness; we will add new members to it, and the Church will shine with greater light. Holy Mother, hear our cry. 								     06 September 2026
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